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Madonna lights up an H&M store on New York's Fifth Avenue using Ceelite technelogy.

CeelLite shines paper thin

PETER KEY “I went berserk,” Binder said. “I'd never
STAFFWRITER seen flat light before.”
Binder was so impressed after that meeting
BLUE RELL — Michael Binder was sitting  in 2003 that he left his position as executive
in his office at Capital Manufacturing in vice president of Capital Manufacturing,
Lansdale when Malcolm Hayward walked in -~ which makes unique metal structures, such
with what appeared to be a graphic of a Coca-  as the giant Liberty Bell at Citizens Bank
Cola bottle on a piece of paper. Park.
Then the substance Binder thought was

paper [it up. SEE CEELITE, P31




Mlichael Binder of Ceelite i wrapped in & large light-ometting capacitor pamel.

CEELITE: Firm illuminates the future

Leeliie, the company he and Hayward
foanded in 2004, s beightening up some
high-profile phors these dry, incheding
the "CNN Headline News” sel, the Ked
hﬂﬁ?qp:r:'mmk]Lmdmimﬂ-
e window disploy featiring Madannn
 S=eilish clothing enssuiectarer Henees
& Manrstr AWz flapship store in Mew
Yok

Ll te's lyrtl-croalieng capactor ieh-
modogy is derived from a phenamencn
calied elecirolumisescener, which oocurs
= orrtain substances when a current is

scewered ways 1o ertifickally prodece i
witile working in Maric Curic's labomatory
w195 It turms carl the armay of spplica-
B are higgeer thart a bag,
Mot af CeeLie's products sre seliHllu-
minaing pareds desimed to e the place
of back-dit advertizements hath indoors
and oul. The company can also make sel-
Hluminating sheets and smaller panels

that can be nrnmil arcund ikings, o
neaidee pairt o cloilh

IBut what really caught poople’s stiention
was when hey were featured in Time

magszine's Best |nventions 2006 e In
[ ibe 11 days between when the magasine

cane out and when CED Binder talked 1o
the Philadelphia Business Joormal, Cee
Lite"s Wb site rcenved 1.5 million hits
*We're gebling calls from all over the
warkl,” Binder sagd.
Commercial applications of electrolumi-

nescence o daie have been lerpely small
wale, pach = for nd Eghlimg on
muohiles phoes and 1he chals plow
o car dashboarde

Bt that appesrs Bhely 1o change soon,
thanks o companies like Ceelibe and
Lyttrom Technolegy GembH, o maker of
elertroluminescent fThns that was spon off
from Hayer MalerialScience kst spring,

David Siadler, president and CEC of
Blueloean Worldwide, which makes hill
trosrds. bus wrmps and other sut-ol-home
aals, salid his with elecirolumi-
nescence prioe b CeeLite made him highty
skeptical of the techaology.

“When Mike Blsder came inio my of
fice, he had &l these bages of goodies and |
st roldled my epes.” he recallsd, “Thres
I'ﬂ.ﬂ.l:u Later, 1 was taking Bim out te din-
T

That was mine months sgo. Todsy, Bhe
Dcean plans o masket Ceelile techsslogy
for mse in catolhome als, retail disploys
anil stadiums o the United Siptes and in
Exrope.

The comparsy, which iz skl (0 open s

i production Gclity in |as Ve, was

Tha Red Hot Chill Peppers dnam kit

responsible for the display in HE&M's New
York store. That hiss heen aloen down, but
Bilue(oemn is aboint b pul up ancther dir=
play there and 0 San Francsos. 1L o s
tisthegg Coelite's techinology on anmd ona
douhie-decker bus in Las Yegas and in
computer kinaks in Barnes & hoble
slores,

=1 bave ol s response [o 8 prodoc n
my seciar Bke this in 10 vears” Sindler

Hmyreard learned of Ceel#e’s lechnal-
oy timongh a pariner @ hs lormer s
sz, Quadritek Syalers ne., & Mabers-
hased developer of Internet Protocol name
sail sddress menrgement soffware that
was bought by Locent Techonlogies Ing—
Jor =S50 enillion in §90H.

The pariper, James Chen, = o aabre of
Tabwan. While ravelng thrsisgh the Bel
g airport, be ran info s MEA clssnate
he busidn’t seen in 25 yesrs and peiosd him
wiaat he wns doing. The man, HE Husg o
sharwed hirm the di hal saghsengaenily
wrt] o wowing « and asked Chem
il he knew anvbody in ihe Unlted Stntes
that could market it ased similer products.

Chen sent the displey ta Huysand, who,
gher having colfes across the sinised from
Capital Manufacturing in Lansdals, waliond
inta the comyany il sbereed i o Bieder,
That was enciagh o convince Béder, who
leail warked for Capital Manufciuring for
20 years, in s¢1l his stake in the company
back 1o #s founding family and slart Cée-
Lige with Hayward, who is vioe president
[or business developenenl

Since then, i has Been fal-specd ahend.
CoeLibe has beven working with the Osram
Sybwania on the phosphors that make Uq__
lighting products glow and Eastman
Chemical Co. on the packaging of the
phisphors. Il developed the inverters,
which charge ihe phosphors, itsell. They
comials programmable computer chips
that control bow the paneds Bght.

With ey fnom Hayward, Binder and
their famiky i frisnids, Ceelite beph
the Tamwanese feciory that makes its prod-
iscis and i geiting ready o esinblish o e
tory in El Momte, Calif

*The rerw malerinls are achmlly made in
the Unifed Stafes,” said Hander,

Leelite also & {alldng (o possible imes-
tors, raaging from vesiure capitalises io
strabegic partners, shout what Binder de-
sribed as a sigeaficant fuoeling. That, he
sanid, woiih] enabile i 10 double or iiple s
ﬁﬂiﬂ, which is &5, inchading 18 in Bhi

lheryabiprriabicom | 17111



